[Shaken baby syndrome].
Shaken baby syndrome is a serious form of physical child abuse, which is frequently overlooked. It should be suspected in all children younger than one year of age, who present with drowsiness, coma, seizures or apnoea. A combination of subdural haematomas and retinal haemorrhages with minimal or no trauma and no coagulopathy is almost pathognomonic of the syndrome. The findings are caused by shaking with or without impact. Physical signs of violence are often absent and the syndrome may easily be mistaken for serious infection or seizure disorder. Many cases are fatal or lead to severe disability including blindness, cerebral palsy, mental retardation or epilepsy in about 60% of the children. There are many unresolved problems regarding diagnosis, pathophysiology, treatment, prognosis, prophylaxis and legal actions. We discuss these problems and in addition present eleven children with shaken baby syndrome.